
AUDIO:  Welcome to the overview lesson on the 2017 Expert Consensus Statement on AF 
Ablation.  
 
Use the arrows in the bottom-right corner of the screen to move through this lesson. Click the 
Next arrow to begin.  
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AUDIO:  In this lesson you will learn the basics about the Heart Rhythm Society (HRS) 
Consensus Statement for the management of atrial fibrillation. 
 

This module is part of a series of three short modules that will walk you through key sections 

of the new consensus statement, highlighting what is  different from previous versions. 
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AUDIO:  Here are the topics you’ll explore in this brief overview module. You can return to this 
chapter menu if you need to review a specific topic. But if this is your first time taking this 
emodule, you must complete it in full. To begin, just click the Next button at the bottom of the 
page. 
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AUDIO:  Let’s start with a brief introduction. Click Next to continue. 
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AUDIO:  First, here’s what we mean by consensus and what the statement addresses. 
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AUDIO:  The purpose of the Consensus Statement is to provide a thorough review of the 
current literature on AF ablation and report the findings.  
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AUDIO:  As you see listed here, there are two main goals for the Consensus Statement: 
First, to improve patient care, and second, to make recommendations for future research. 
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AUDIO:  Keep in mind that the consensus is not meant as a guideline or protocol. 
 
The ultimate judgment regarding patient care is always made by the health care provider. 
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AUDIO:  Let’s briefly trace the development of the expert consensus statement. 
 
In 2007, the first consensus statement on catheter and surgical ablation was published by 
these organizations… 
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AUDIO continues:  …In 2012, the consensus was rewritten to reflect advancements since 
2007... 
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AUDIO continues:  …and the latest consensus statement was published in May 2017. As you’ll 
learn in these modules, this document has extensively updated to reflect the continued 
advances in electrophysiology. 
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AUDIO:  Finally, let’s learn briefly how the consensus statement was developed. 
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AUDIO:  The consensus writing group includes 60 experts representing these 11 
organizations. 
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AUDIO:  Here’s the development process… 
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AUDIO continues:  …First, recommendations were systematically balloted... 
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AUDIO continues:  …In order for a recommendation to be included, at least 80% consensus 
was needed… 

16 



AUDIO concludes:  …Finally, recommendations were subject to a 1-month public comment 
period. 
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AUDIO:  Finally, here are a few statistics to give you a sense of the effort involved in 
developing this consensus statement.  The 2017 Consensus Statement is 170 pages long, 
involved 60 authors and includes 1399 references… 
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AUDIO continues:  …Recommendations were balloted and approved by over 80% of the 
members… 
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AUDIO continues:  …The 2012 version, in contrast, was just 86 pages with 40 authors 
and 736 references. 

20 



AUDIO: Congratulations! You’ve completed this overview module on the 2017 HRS Consensus 
Statement on AF Catheter Ablation. You may now exit the lesson. 
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