
Date
February 21-22, 2019

Location
Johnson & Johnson Institute

4545 Creek Road

Cincinnati, OH 45242

Overview
This program provides the First Assistant (Physician Assistant, RNFA) with opportunities
to engage in discussions regarding the latest advances in Cardiothoracic surgery. The

didactic sessions will discuss the use of advanced biosurgery and energy modalities, 

stapling instrumentation, OR teamwork, and OR set up.

The lab experience will focus on the safe and effective use of the ECHELON Powered
FLEX™ ENDOPATH® stapler family of products, a complete portfolio of biosurgery
technologies, EVERPOINT® Cardiovascular Needle, DERMABOND® PRINEO® Skin
Closure System, and HARMONIC®, SURGICEL® Absorbable Hemostats, SURGIFLO®
Hemostatic Matrix, EVICEL® Fibrin Sealant (Human), STRATAFIX™ Spiral Knotless
Tissue Control Device and ZIPFIX® System in both open and minimally invasive
Cardiothoracic procedures including CABG and valve replacement surgery as well as
VATS lobectomy, wedges and segmentectomy.

Requirements for Participation
To ensure this educational program meets your needs, we recommend that participants meet the 
following criteria:
• First Assistants (Physician Assistant, RFNAs) who currently operate surgical devices during 

procedures
• Physician Assistant and RFNAs with both clinical and surgical responsibilities in Cardiothoracic 

procedures

Agenda
February 21st 6:30 pm – 8:30 pm

February 22nd 7:30 am – 3:30 pm

7:30 am
8:00 am
9:00 am

10:00am
11:00 am
12:00 pm
1:00 pm
3:00 pm

Welcome & Registration
Blood Management in the OR & First Assist Expectations

Best Practices: Tips & Tricks for the Advanced Practice provider in 

CT Surgery

Hemostasis Academy

Inanimate Rotations: with product demonstrations

Working Lunch: Value Based Healthcare

Hands-on Animate Lab

Final Comments, Adjourn

Objectives
At the conclusion of the course, participants will be able to:

• Discuss minimally invasive surgical techniques for Cardiothoracic procedures
• Learn about advanced biosurgical products and their role in achieving effective hemostasis
• Educate and practice advanced wound closure techniques
• Explain surgical techniques, OR set up and the role of the Surgical Assistant in using advanced 

surgical device modalities in minimally invasive procedures
• Important Safety Information will be discussed as it relates to specific products and devices 

listed during this training course.
Spouses, guests and others who do not have a legitimate interest in the subject matter of the event should not attend this event. Due to state 
laws, Ethicon US, LLC cannot provide meals to Vermont HCPs in the context of product promotion. Additionally, we respect the policies of federal,
state, and local government facilities as well as academic medical centers and other institutions that may restrict their employees from accepting
any form of gift, meal, or gratuity. Thank you for your understanding. This promotional educational activity is brought to you by Ethicon US, LLC 
and is not certified for continuing medical education. Dr. Martella, Dr. Wheatley and Heather Austin are compensated by and presenting on 
behalf of Ethicon US, LLC and must present information in accordance with applicable FDA requirements.

Faculty

Arthur Martella, MD
Chief of Cardiothoracic Surgery
Our Lady of Lourdes Medical Center

Camden, NJ

Grayson H. Wheatley III,MD,

FACS

Cardiovascular Surgery

Nashville, TN

Heather Austin PA-C

Cardiac Surgery 

Denver, CO

Registration
Contact your local Ethicon Sales

Representative for registration

information. To find your local

all toll-free

This course is offered at no cost to

participants by Ethicon US, LLC. and

includes course materials, 

transportation, hotel and meals. When

applicable, the value of transportation,

lodging and/or meals paid for by the 

Company will be reported as required

under the “National Physician

Payment Transparency Program

(OPEN PAYMENTS)”.

First Assistant Advancements In Cardiothoracic Surgery

6:30 pm Welcome Reception, Agenda Review representative, c

7:00 pm Epidemic of Blood Transfusions & CT Trends 1.800.873.3636.

7:30 Panel Discussion: Challenges in CT Surgery
8:30 pm Adjourn
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